
Frameworks & Legislation Relevant to the Protection & Enhancement of 

Biodiversity 

The United Kingdom Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) was the UK government's response to 

the Convention on Biological Diversity, opened for signature at the Rio Earth Summit in 

1992. The UK was the first country to produce a national Biodiversity Action Plan. It was 

published in 1994 with plans to support the recovery of the most threatened species and 

habitats in the UK. 

It was succeeded in 2012 by the UK Post-2010 Biodiversity Framework. This was developed 

in response to two main drivers: the EU Biodiversity Strategy released in May 2011 and the 

Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 produced by the Convention on Biological 

Diversity, an international body that meets regularly. Its 15th meeting is due to take place in 

2021 in China, when it is intended to adopt a post-2020 global biodiversity framework as a 

stepping stone towards the 2050 vision of 'Living in Harmony with Nature'. 

The Biodiversity Framework sets out the common purpose and shared priorities of the UK 

and its four countries. It promotes a holistic approach to managing the environment in 

which the value of nature is seen as important in decision-making. As such, it is a highly 

significant document. The Biodiversity Framework, along with its Implementation Plans, and 

reports, is available on the Joint Nature Conservation Committee’s (JNCC) Resource Hub.  

https://hub.jncc.gov.uk/assets/587024ff-864f-4d1d-a669-f38cb448abdc 

The JNCC’s work involves monitoring biodiversity. It produces UK Biodiversity Indicators for 

a wide range of taxa and habitats using a variety of data provided by government, research 

bodies, and the voluntary sector. This information provides an essential source of evidence 

for reporting biodiversity change and the impact of policies and actions to conserve 

biodiversity. Red Data Book species and habitats are of the greatest concern and usually 

have special legal protection.  

https://jncc.gov.uk/our-work/conservation-designations-for-uk-taxa-updates/ 

Statutory force is lent to these frameworks through the Natural Environment and Rural 

Communities Act (NERC 2006 Section 41), the Wildlife and Countryside Act (WCA 1981; 

revised schedules incorporated 2010) and the Countryside and Rights of Way Act (CRoW Act 

2000). Wild animals and plants listed in the schedules included in the acts are protected and 

include, for example, otters, bats (their breeding sites / roosts also), badgers, and all wild 

bird species (their eggs and nests also). Under these acts, it is unlawful to uproot any wild 

plant without permission from the landowner or occupier.  

[To uproot a plant means to 'dig up or otherwise remove the plant from the land on which it 

is growing', whether or not it actually has roots. Even plants growing wild are deemed to be 

the legal property of somebody. Bluebells are a particularly relevant example in the 

Dartmouth area.] 



The State of Nature 2019 (National Biodiversity Network - NBN) is an important recent 

report covering 697 terrestrial and freshwater species based on reports provided by a wide 

range of organisations. It reports that 53% of UK species show strong changes in abundance 

(either increase or decrease) over the period 1970 – 2016, but that over this period there 

has been an average decline of 13% in the abundance of species, with a stronger decline 

noted in the last 10 years. Changes are attributed to a number of factors:  agricultural 

management, climate change, urbanisation, pollution, hydrological change, invasive non-

native species, and woodland management. All of these factors command considerable 

public interest and are subject to intense political debate over policy as Britain leaves the EU 

and seeks to forge its own policies, and all are at play in the Dartmouth area. 

https://nbn.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/State-of-Nature-2019-UK-full-report.pdf 

 


