
National Planning Framework & Joint Local Plan References to Biodiversity  

The grand-father planning guidance regarding biodiversity is contained in section 15, 

paragraphs 170-183 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file

/810507/NPPF_Feb_2019_print_revised.pdf 

 

In March 2019, the Plymouth & South West Devon Joint Local Plan (P&SWD JLP) was 

published and subsequently adopted. It contains specific policies regarding biodiversity. Dev 

25 (no 3) states ... “give substantial weight to other natural beauty criteria, including the 

conservation of wildlife and cultural heritage in the AONBs.”  The full text of Dev26 Protecting 

and enhancing biodiversity and geological conservation is set out below. 

Policy DEV26 Protecting and enhancing biodiversity and geological conservation  

Development should support the protection, conservation, enhancement and restoration of 

biodiversity and geodiversity across the Plan Area. Specific provisions are identified below:  

1. The highest level of protection will be given to European Sites. Development will not be 

permitted unless it will not adversely affect the integrity of a European site, either alone or 

in combination with other development. Proposals having a harmful impact on the integrity 

of European Sites that cannot be avoided or adequately mitigated will not be permitted 

other than in exceptional circumstances. These circumstances will only apply where:  

i. There are no suitable alternatives.  

ii. There are Imperative Reasons of Overriding Public Interest.  

iii. Necessary compensatory provision can be secured to ensure that the overall 

coherence of the Natura 2000 network of European Sites is protected.  

2. A high level of protection will be given to sites of national significance for nature 

conservation. Development proposed on land within or outside such a site which would be 

likely to have a harmful impact on the site (either individually or in combination with other 

developments) will not be permitted unless the benefits of the development, at the site, 

clearly outweigh both the impacts on the notified special interest features of the site and 

any broader impacts on the national network of sites of national significance for nature 

conservation.  

3. Development likely to have a harmful impact on locally designated sites, their features or 

their function as part of the ecological network, will only be permitted where the need and 

benefits of the development clearly outweigh the loss and where the coherence of the local 

ecological network is maintained. 282 6 Development policies  



4. Harmful impacts on European and UK protected species and Biodiversity Action Plan 

habitats and species must be avoided wherever possible, subject to the legal tests afforded 

to them where applicable, and unless the need for, or benefits of the development clearly 

outweigh the loss.  

5. Net gains in biodiversity will be sought from all major development proposals through the 

promotion, restoration and re-creation of priority habitats, ecological networks and the 

protection and recovery of legally protected and priority species populations. Delivery of net 

gains in biodiversity should be designed to support the delivery of the identified biodiversity 

network that crosses the Plan Area and links the city of Plymouth to the countryside and 

coast, as well as the network within the city itself. The level of biodiversity net gain required 

will be proportionate to the type, scale and impact of development. Enhancements for 

wildlife within the built environment will be sought where appropriate from all scales of 

development.  

6. Development will provide for the long term management of biodiversity features retained 

and enhanced within the site or for those features created off site to compensate for 

development impacts.  

6.96 Biodiversity and geological interests (geodiversity) are protected through a hierarchy of 

European, national and locally designated sites which seek to protect important habitats and the 

habitats of species of conservation importance, as well as geological and geomorphological interests. 

The importance of protecting and enhancing biodiversity occurring outside these designated sites is 

also recognised in European and national law and in the NPPF. In particular, requirements to 

maintain functioning ecological networks at the landscape scale and irreplaceable habitats and 

biodiversity features which may not necessarily be covered by a formal designation.  

6.97 The Biodiversity Network has been designed to help protect and enhance wildlife. The Network 

consists of Core Sites (consisting of European, National and locally designated sites) but also future 

Restoration Areas, Stepping Stones and Corridors. This approach is consistent with the UK 

Governments’ commitment to halt the decline in biodiversity and the approach taken in Lawton’s 

‘Making Space for Nature’ report in 2010. This approach is embedded within NPPF paragraphs 109, 

114 and 117 which require Local Authorities to create biodiversity or ecological networks.  

6.98 Inter-tidal habitats (including priority habitats) are an important part of the biodiversity 

network in the Plan Area. Tidal encroachment should be avoided and potential impacts upon 

estuarine ecology must be fully assessed, taking account of predicted sea level rise (coastal squeeze) 

and any in-combination effects. 

https://www.southhams.gov.uk/jointlocalplan#:~:text=The%20Plymouth%20and%20South%20We

st%20Devon%20Joint%20Local,part%20of%20the%20Development%20Plan%20for%20these%20ar

eas. 

 


