
DARTMOUTH NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
  Dartmouth towards 2034 – Planning our future 

With its exceptional setting between dramatic coastline and countryside 
in an area of outstanding natural beauty, it is no surprise that historic 
Dartmouth with its naval traditions is so loved by residents and visitors 
alike.  The future success of our town depends on an understanding of the 
delicate balance between many competing factors.  We identify these 
factors, and endeavour to sustain and nourish those elements that will 
enable Dartmouth to thrive for future generations. 
 
The beauty and appeal of our town cannot be taken for granted.  With 
only limited space available, increasing demands for development must 
be balanced by the need to enhance our environment and protect our 
heritage.   We wish to conserve our matrix of green spaces,  vital for the 
wellbeing of wildlife and people, young and old alike. A healthy 
community is a cohesive one.  We identify opportunities for housing, 
employment and recreation. These, combined with more efficient and 
sustainable transport, good communications, excellent schools, and 
health and social facilities that cater for all needs, will help all members 
of our community. And we will encourage biodiversity and effective 
protection  against coastal erosion and flooding from climate change.  
New technological advancements will offer new and exciting 
opportunities to improve our lives; we intend to embrace them. 
 
Careful planning, done for the benefit of all, will enhance our town so that 
our healthy and vibrant community can continue to grow and flourish. 
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Dear Dartmouth Resident, 
 
The beauty and appeal of our town cannot be taken for granted. Despite the obvious benefits of having a plan agreed by residents that offers a roadmap for our 
future and carries legal weight, producing a Dartmouth Neighbourhood Plan (DNP) has been a challenging  process. Many of the issues we are tackling now have 
been around and identified for up to 20 years in some cases. Over this time, there have been several studies to propose solutions to the particular issues facing our 
lovely town and its infrastructure. Dartmouth Town Council (DTC) agreed to resurrect the DNP in July 2019 and agreed its Terms of Reference. We have been 
assisted by their positive contribution and their approval of the current plan. 
 
Our DNP should be sustainable and deliverable, cater for the needs of current generations and an ageing population but ensure that growth does not mean worse 
lives for future generations. It seeks to sustain the natural and historic qualities of the Parish and to conserve them for the future enjoyment of all.  Our vision, 
contained within this plan, will help shape the future of the area in which we live and work through to at least 2034. 
 
The economic circumstances of Dartmouth residents varies considerably across the Parish. Although large parts of the plan area are the least deprived areas in 
England, Townstal falls within 30% of the most deprived areas particular with respect to lowest in income ,employment and health .There are signs that the 
deprivation  scores  for Townstal are rising but they remain a serious concern and the policies of this plan seek to address these inequalities. 
 
In drawing up our plan, the policies and the process we have followed respect the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012.  I am indebted to all 
members of the Steering Group and the Topic Groups for their diligence and hard work. We are grateful also for considerable help and input from the community 
at large and from a wide range of people and local organizations, via public surveys, our website and via consultations. The views and comments received form 
part of the evidence base that supports and shapes the plan. 
 
The policies of this plan focus on land use matters and views expressed most strongly by the community such as safeguarding our natural environment and setting 
within the AONB, protecting our historic environment, improving our year round economy on a sustainable basis, helping address long standing transport and 
parking issues, improving our community facilities, providing truly affordable homes for those who need them and addressing the inequalities across our Parish.  
We recognise the delicate balance that must exist between protecting our heritage and providing for the future needs of a well-rounded community.  To this end, 
we propose a coordinated approach by all key stakeholders in finding workable solutions for the common good, either as policy proposals or as aspirations that 
need resolution. 
 
We now have a Plan which we believe is worthy of your attention and approval. This Plan has not been imposed on 
us by any other body. All local residents on the Electoral Roll can elect to decide whether or not to adopt this 
Neighbourhood Plan through a local referendum. It is submitted on behalf of DTC who have endorsed this version. 
 
We hope you will support us and help to secure a positive, vibrant and healthy future for our lovely town and its 
residents. 
 
Robert Brooke, Chair Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  
May 2021 
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What is a Neighbourhood Plan? 

A Neighbourhood Plan is a way of helping the Dartmouth community guide and influence the future development and growth of the area in which 
they live and work. Generally proposals require the support of the owners of the land affected.  

A Neighbourhood Development Plan can.... 

• Develop a shared vision for our neighbourhood; 
• Choose where new homes, shops, businesses and other development should be built;  
• Identify and protect important local green spaces; 
• Influence what new buildings should look like; 
• Promote more development than is set out in the Joint Local Plan (or Development Plan); 
• Enhance the historic environment with heritage assets not previously recorded through their listing as 

Non-Designated Heritage Assets. 

A Neighbourhood Development Plan cannot... 

• Conflict with the strategic policies in the Joint Local Plan prepared by SHDC;  
• Conflict with County wide policies such as highways and environmental matters; 
• Be used to prevent development that is included in the Joint Local Plan; 
• Be prepared by a body other than a parish or town council or a neighbourhood forum. 

There are only limited exceptions where a policy can be included without land owner support. For example on 
Local Green Space where there is strong evidence that a designation is ‘demonstrably special’ to the local 
community and holds a particular local significance that could outweigh the lack of  land owner support. 

 
 
  


