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Figure 1: St Clements Churchyard

Introduction

Any development, from a loft conversion to a housing estate has the potential to a↵ect wildlife.
By wildlife we mean the whole range of plants and animals found in Devon (also referred to as
biodiversity). Sites that are important for their geology can also be a↵ected.

With a Neighbourhood Plan, communities are able to establish general planning policies for the development
and use of land in a neighbourhood. They will be able to say, for example, where new homes and o�ces should
be built, and what they should look like. Neighbourhood Plans should take into account local need, housing
targets identified by the local authority and the mitigation hierarchy. This is important, as where the local
authority says that an area needs to grow, then communities can use neighbourhood planning to influence the
type, design, location and mix of new development. They cannot however use neighbourhood planning to block
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the building of new homes and businesses.

The information below is provided to assist you in designing a neighbourhood plan, however the information
DBRC holds on biodiversity can be enhanced by additional survey or species recording within the area and you
may want to consider how more information could be gathered by the community. For further information on
how to record biodiversity where you live, click on the link below http://www.dbrc.org.uk

Sites Important for wildlife

There are several designations that cover sites of wildlife and geological value in Devon. These include sites
with international and national statutory designation and local non-statutory designation and are shown on
your map. The best practice approach is to avoid locating development on designated sites as they
have already been recognised for their high biodiversity value.

Designated sites generally contain semi-natural habitats; these are areas which are not highly modified for
example; rough grassland, woodland, traditional orchards, scrub, hedges, marshes and ponds, heathland, coastal
habitats and old quarries and mine sites. Semi-natural habitats provide food and shelter for plants and animals,
so tend to be richer in species than other areas. Some areas of semi-natural habitat are designated as Habitats
of Principle Importance which are recognised nationally as being important for wildlife. However, many
areas of semi-natural habitat lie outside designated areas and are not classed as habitats of principle importance.
These areas are nonetheless important for the plant and animal species they contain and as a link between other
areas important for wildlife. Ideally development will be sited to avoid areas of semi-natural habitat.

Site Designations in Dartmouth

Statutory Sites

SpecialAreas of Conservation (SAC)

These are notified by Natural England because they contain species and/or habitats of European importance
(listed in the Habitats Directive 1994), and are part of a network of conservation sites set up through Europe
known as the Natura 2000 series. On land, almost all candidate SACs are, or will be notified as SSSIs. Natural
England needs to be consulted before any operations likely to damage the special interest are undertaken. SAC
is a statutory designation with legal implications.

Special Protection Areas (SPA)

These are classified under the Birds Directive to provide increased protection and management for areas which
are important for breeding, feeding, wintering or migration of rare and vulnerable species of birds. They are
notified by Natural England under the Habitats Directive (1994). All SPAs are notified as SSSIs, so Natural
England needs to be consulted before any operations likely to damage the special interest are undertaken. SPA
is a statutory designation with legal implications.

Ramsar Site

These are wetlands of international importance, designated under the Ramsar Convention (1971). Ramsar
sites are designated if they contain natural or near-natural wetlands; if they support vulnerable, endangered
or critically endangered species or threatened ecological communities; if they regularly support 20,000 or more
water birds; if they support a significant proportion of indigenous fish species; if they are an important source
of food, spawning ground, nursery or migration path for fish; if they regularly support 1% of the individuals
in a population of wetland-dependant non-avian animal species. Ramsar sites are also notified as SPAs and
SSSIs, so Natural England needs to be consulted before any operations likely to damage the special interest are
undertaken. A Ramsar site is a statutory site with legal implications.

National Nature Reserves (NNR)

These are notified by Natural England because of their habitats or species. They are the best examples of a
particular habitat or have important populations of rare species. Natural England needs to be consulted before
any operations likely to damage the special interest are undertaken. NNR is a statutory designation with legal
implications.
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Local Nature Reserve (LNR)

Are for both people and wildlife. They are places with wildlife or geological features that are of interest locally,
which give people special opportunities to study and learn about them or simply enjoy and have contact with
nature. They are designated by the local authority with support from Natural England.

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)

these are notified by Natural England because of their plants, animals or geological features (the latter are
geological SSSIs or gSSSI). Natural England needs to be consulted before any operations likely to damage the
special interest are undertaken. SSSI is a statutory designation with legal implications.

Non-Statutory Sites

County Wildlife Sites (CWS)

These are sites of county importance for wildlife, designated on the basis of the habitat or the known presence
of particular species. This is not a statutory designation like SSSIs, and does not have any legal status. The
National Planning Policy framework (NPPF) requires local authorities to identify and map locally designated
sites of biodiversity importance (such as County Wildlife Sites) as part of the Local Plan process and to draw up
criteria based policies against which proposals for development a↵ecting them will be judged. CWS recognition
does not demand any particular actions on the part of the Landowner and does not give the public rights of
access. However, it may increase eligibility for land management grants.

County Geological Sites (CGS)

aka Regionally Important Geological and Geomorphological Sites (RIGS) these are earth science
sites that are of regional or local importance. Like CWS, they are included in Local Plans and referred to under
NPPF.

Ancient Woodland Inventory (AWI)

Ancient Woodland is a term applied to woodlands which have existed from at least Medieval times to the present
day without ever having been cleared for uses other than wood or timber production. A convenient date used to
separate ancient and secondary woodland is about the year 1600. In special circumstances semi-natural woods
of post-1600 but pre-1900 origin are also included. The Devon Ancient Woodland Inventory was prepared in
1986 by the Nature Conservancy Council. There are two types of ancient woodland, both of which should
be treated equally in terms of the protection a↵orded to ancient woodland in the National Planning Policy
framework (NPPF):

Ancient semi-natural woodland (ASNW): where the stands are composed predominantly of trees
and shrubs native to the site that do not obviously originate from planting. The stands may have been
managed by coppicing or pollarding in the past, or the tree and shrub layer may have grown up by natural
regeneration.

Plantations on ancient woodland sites (or PAWS, also known as ancient replanted woodland):
areas of ancient woodland where the former native tree cover has been felled and replaced by planted stock,
most commonly of a species not native to the site. These will include conifers such as Norway spruce or
Corsican pine, but also broadleaves such as sycamore or sweet chestnut.

Other Sites

De-Designated Wildlife Sites

Sites that are no longer up to CWS standard, so have been deleted by the CWS panel

Other Sites of Wildlife Interest (OSWI)

These are sites of significant wildlife interest within a local context that have been surveyed but do not reach
the criteria for County Wildlife Sites. They are not covered by NPPF, but may be included in Local Plans.
OSWIs used to be called Local Wildlife Sites (LWS). They are not present in all Districts; there are no OSWIs
in Torridge, for example.
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Unconfirmed Wildlife Sites (UWS)

These are sites identified as having possible interest but not fully surveyed. Some of these sites will be areas of
significant wildlife interest. The UWS dataset may also contain Proposed County Wildlife Sites (pCWS):
these are usually sites that have been surveyed but are awaiting consideration from the CWS Designation Panel,
or sites that have been surveyed at an unfavorable time of year and are awaiting a re-survey.

Devon Wildlife Trust Reserves (DWT)

An area of land managed for wildlife by Devon Wildlife Trust.

Exeter Valley Parks

An area of land managed by Exeter City Council where a balance is sought between informal recreation and
wildlife conservation.

Exeter Biodiversity Reference Map

this contributes to the Green Infrastructure Strategy for the Exeter Area and East Devon Growth Point by
providing more detailed information on the network of green spaces within the Exeter City Council boundary
and their environmental status. There are three layers of information:

Habitats of Principal Importance (HPI) are the UK Biodiversity Action Plan Priority Habitats which
are found in England. Some of these Habitats of Principal Importance may be also formally designated as
Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC), Special Protection Areas
(SPA) and County Wildlife Sites (CWS). Such a designation points to their importance as core parts of
the ecological network.

Greenspace Teir A are areas that support wildlife-rich assemblages that do not meet the HPI criteria.
Examples of such habitats could include scrub, semi-improved grassland, broadleaved plantation woodland,
watercourses, rank vegetation etc.

Greenspace Teir B are areas that support a less rich wildlife assemblage than the Greenspace A category
and have often been heavily modified through agricultural improvement or woodland planting. Examples
of such habitats include agriculturally improved grassland, amenity grassland (in parks, recreational areas
and other open spaces), formal landscaping and conifer plantations.

North Devon and Plymouth Biodiversity Network

Areas of semi-natural habitat likely to make a significant contribution to the overall movement/dispersal of
species within the local landscape as wildlife stepping stones or corridors. These include for example, areas
of species-rich semi-improved grassland, double hedgerows/hedgebanks, significant belts/areas of scrub, semi-
natural or plantation broadleaved woodland and ponds. The best habitats are described a Key Network Features
in North Devon, though the Plymouth data is not split into Key Network Features and Network Features

Voluntary Marine Conservation Area (VMCA)

These are sensitive marine areas, designated for their marine interest and managed through a voluntary process
which seeks to manage these important marine wildlife areas with community involvement on a sustainable
basis.

South West Nature Map

this identifies the best areas in our region at a landscape scale. These are known as Strategic Nature Areas
(SNAs). The original nature map was based on BAP priority habitats but also includes areas suitable for
habitat restoration. For more information about the South West Nature map and Strategic Nature Areas, go
to www.biodiversitysouthwest.org.uk.
Profiles for most of the Strategic Nature Areas in Devon are available on the website below

http://www.biodiversitysouthwest.org.uk/nmdelprof.php
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Butterfly Conservation Reserves

these are areas of land managed for butterflies and moths by Butterfly Conservation. The site boundaries have
been supplied by Butterfly Conservation. More information about these sites can be found at the location below

http://www.butterfly-conservation.org/text/154/englandsouthwest.html

Important Bird Areas (IBA)

these are the most important sites for birds in the UK. The IBA Programme of BirdLife International is a
worldwide initiative aimed at identifying and protecting a network of sites, critical for the conservation of the
world’s birds. These sites were selected on the basis of the bird numbers and species complements they hold.
IBAs are particularly important for species that congregate in large numbers, such as wintering and passage
waterbirds and breeding seabirds. Many sites have also been identified for species of global, and European/EU
conservation concern. The site boundaries have been supplied by RSPB.

Invertebrate Site Register Locations

The ISR was set up to: identify, document and evaluate sites of importance for the conservation of terrestrial
and freshwater invertebrates in Great Britain, in order to provide national and local overviews of the resource
and set this in a European context provide a clear statement on the invertebrate fauna of individual sites,
which can be used to strengthen the scientific basis of site defence and management planning, with the aim of
conserving this fauna maintain up to date statement. The locations identified in the ISR have been mapped as
dots by DBRC, so that important sites for invertebrates can be identified

RSPB Reserves

these are areas of land managed for birds by RSPB. The site boundaries have been supplied by RSPB. More
information about these sites can be found at http://www.rspb.org.uk/reserves/

South West Lakes Trust Sites

these are areas of land managed for wildlife by the South West Lakes Trust. The site boundaries have
been supplied by the South West Lakes Trust, and more information about these sites can be found at
http://www.swlakestrust.org.uk/conservation/nature-reserves

What about the white areas?

The areas shown white on the map may still have wildlife value, as explained in section 2.2 below. Your map
gives an indication of where the most sensitive wildlife areas are located, however, when looking at the white
areas you should still consider features such as hedgerow and streams, as they provide important corridors or
habitats for wildlife.

How you can use your local knowledge to add to the map?

The semi-natural habitat information on your map is derived from a range of sources including aerial pho-
tographs, for this reason it is worth you checking this information on the ground as there may be patches
of semi-natural habitat that have been missed.

You may have people in the Parish who can add information to the map. For example, surveys of road
verges or hedges may highlight particular stretches that are very important for wildlife due to their function of
linking areas of semi-natural habitats, their structure, age or the animal and plant species they contain.

This data search has been undertaken using data held by DBRC at the time of the enquiry. Please be
aware that a lack of species records does not necessarily mean that a species is absent from an area, just that
it has not been recorded. Detailed species information and surveys will be required by developers when they
are drawing up individual planning proposals. More detailed species information would be available from the
Devon Biodiversity Records Centre (DBRC) on a site specific basis at that time. For more information go to
http://www.dbrc.org.uk/data-search-2/
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Site Maps For Your Parish

Statutory & non-statutory sites within the parish of Dartmouth

Statutory sites within Dartmouth parish

Figure 2: Dartmouth - Map showuing statutory sites within parish boundary

File.Code Site.Name Grid.Ref Area Reason.for.Designation Status
1 1 Lyme Bay and Torbay 31468.30 A mosaic of two areas containing extremely

diverse reef habitats, comprising many geolog-
ical and topographical forms, and nationally
important sea caves

cSAC
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