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Our vision is of an inspirational
landscape that is valued,
recognised and treasured
forever for its nationally
important natural beauty and
distinctive character.

The South Devon AONB is one of
Britain’s finest protected landscapes -
loved for its significant and irreplaceable
landscape features including rugged

cliffs, sandy coves, peaceful countryside,

picturesque villages, rolling hills,
wooded valleys, colourful hedge
banks, and secretive estuaries. It is an
ancient countryside with strong links
to the sea and generations of human

activity etched into the landscape.

The AONB is a centre for active and
creative community life, a thriving and
dynamic work place and a popular visitor
destination.

The South Devon AONB Partnership,
April 2019




Ten special qualities
summarise the unique
‘natural beauty’ for which
the South Devon AONB is
designated as a nationally
important protected
landscape.

« Fine, undeveloped, wild and rugged
coastline

« Ria estuaries (drowned river valleys),
steep combes and a network of
associated watercourses

« Deeply rural rolling patchwork
agricultural landscape

« Deeply incised landscape that is
intimate, hidden and secretive away
from the plateau tops

« Iconic wide, unspoilt and expansive
panoramic views

* A landscape with a rich time depth and
a wealth of historic features and cultural
associations

« A breadth and depth of significant habitats,
species and associated natural events

+ An ancient and intricate network of
winding lanes, paths and recreational
routes

« Areas of high tranquillity, natural
nightscapes, distinctive natural
soundscapes and visible movement

« A variety in the setting to the AONB
formed by the marine environment,
Plymouth City, Torbay, market and
coastal towns, rural South Hams and
southern Dartmoor




The South Devon AONB in context

Date and extent of designation - The
AONB designation for South Devon
was confirmed by government on 2nd
August 1960 covering 340sq. kms of
coastline, estuaries and countryside.

South Devon Heritage Coast - The
AONB incorporates the terrestrial
element of the South Devon Heritage
Coast covering 75km of AONB coastline
and also includes an area of inshore
waters.

Area of land and tidal water - 94.5% or
32,123ha of the AONB area is land or
enclosed waterbodies. The remaining
5.5% or 1850ha of the AONB is made
up of tidal estuary waters.

Local Authority areas - 98.02% of the
AONB lies in the South Hams/Devon
County Council, 1.95% in Torbay
Council and 0.03% in Plymouth City
Council area. The AONB spans 43
parishes, Brixham and Paignton Town
Councils and 2 Plymouth wards.




