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O
ur vision is of an inspirational 

landscape that is valued, 
recognised and treasured 

forever for its nationally 
im

portant natural beauty and 
distinctive character.

The South D
evon AO

N
B is one of 

Britain’s finest protected landscapes - 
loved for its significant and irreplaceable 
landscape features including rugged 
cliffs, sandy coves, peaceful countryside, 
picturesque villages, rolling hills, 
w

ooded valleys, colourful hedge 
banks, and secretive estuaries. It is an 
ancient countryside w

ith strong links 
to the sea and generations of hum

an 

activity etched into the landscape. 
The AO

N
B is a centre for active and 

creative com
m

unity life, a thriving and 
dynam

ic w
ork place and a popular visitor 

destination.

The South D
evon AO

N
B Partnership, 

April 2019
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•  Fine, undeveloped, w
ild and rugged 

coastline
•  Ria estuaries (drow

ned river valleys), 
steep com

bes and a netw
ork of 

associated w
atercourses

•  D
eeply rural rolling patchw

ork 
agricultural landscape 

•  D
eeply incised landscape that is 

intim
ate, hidden and secretive aw

ay 
from

 the plateau tops 

•  Iconic w
ide, unspoilt and expansive 

panoram
ic view

s
•  A landscape w

ith a rich tim
e depth and 

a w
ealth of historic features and cultural 

associations
•  A breadth and depth of significant habitats, 

species and associated natural events
•  An ancient and intricate netw

ork of 
w

inding lanes, paths and recreational 
routes

•  Areas of high tranquillity, natural 
nightscapes, distinctive natural 
soundscapes and visible m

ovem
ent

•  A variety in the setting to the AO
N

B 
form

ed by the m
arine environm

ent, 
Plym

outh City, Torbay, m
arket and 

coastal tow
ns, rural South Ham

s and 
southern D

artm
oor

Cow
s returning to pasture on the coast at Holbeton, after m

ilking. Farm
ing has 

shaped our landscape for centuries, and w
e w

ill continue to w
ork w

ith farm
ers 

and land m
anagers to ensure sustainable m

anagem
ent into the future.

Ten special qualities 
sum

m
arise the unique 

‘natural beauty’ for w
hich 

the South D
evon AO

N
B is 

designated as a nationally 
im

portant protected 
landscape.



The South D
evon AO

N
B in context

D
ate and extent of designation - The 

AO
N

B designation for South D
evon 

w
as confirm

ed by governm
ent on 2nd 

August 1960 covering 340sq. km
s of 

coastline, estuaries and countryside.

South D
evon Heritage Coast - The 

AO
N

B incorporates the terrestrial 
elem

ent of the South D
evon H

eritage 
Coast covering 75km

 of AO
N

B coastline 
and also includes an area of inshore 
w

aters.

Area of land and tidal w
ater - 94.5%

 or 
32,123ha of the AO

N
B area is land or 

enclosed w
aterbodies. The rem

aining 
5.5%

 or 1850ha of the AO
N

B is m
ade 

up of tidal estuary w
aters.

Local Authority areas - 98.02%
 of the 

AO
N

B lies in the South H
am

s/D
evon 

County Council, 1.95%
 in Torbay 

Council and 0.03%
 in Plym

outh City 
Council area. The AO

N
B spans 43 

parishes, Brixham
 and Paignton Tow

n 
Councils and 2 Plym

outh w
ards.
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